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‘dune 10, 196h 


‘Mr. Ted Lb. Craige 
Box 426 Roslyn Heights 
New York - 


| Dear Teds 


--—sUnder separate cover I am sending you a re- 
print of my article on Nature Printing for your 
library. : : , ! ore 


: I am wondering if you have had pictures taken _ 
of your London Elephant tokens. I would like a picture 
of one beautiful front and one beautiful back. TI am 
considering, very seriously, writing the so-called new 
variety up as a forgery and would like to point out 
the differences in large scale in the elephant, in 

. particular, as I. do not believe more than one elephant 

-. peneh would have been used, ~~ | | 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 









SAN N 


—_ ¢E colonial cullings from 


cae gg Sa . ‘ 
_— SS Ee oe craige’s cabinet 


fury oF 


Eric I ta ois 
fe Bow /oalo 


ST, hours Mo ©3217F 
D Cyr Cec 


| + bmi. ~ ade rv + Ange ta en7 LS 

- hove phores TPL 6 TeL po 

Ga Thins Chip h paz 7 oflbenS ws wr frere 
Suan 6 oe gat 4 Ale AALS was sacar arene © Bay gl 
ype cei & dvgvi rer x» CGP Shu mame 5. 
TAs eden Merrewrtey ~ tho Was G ork 
Cu auyl + There then, E beer Asm 
Ah r: od Ali AIC 
w Fe amgod, hvessed 
Cee Fe pup Yon GShrtdh fecerv€ 


gore Re pur” shay ft, | of pt T 


plese adi, ($2 . ‘ 
a 


THEODORE L. CRAIGE, SOLE PROP. * BOX 426 * ROSLYN HEIGHTS * NEW YORK, 
be aie fee | 


P.O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER: I, a &f: [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
char cher AREA Cope 516 « MAYFAIR 1-0763 


6/2h/6k 





Dear Eric: 


Here are the ‘official’ letters. On the elephant tokens, one of the evident 
differences on the reverse is the clear smooth field within the cross on the 
suspected pieces. The known genuines have a roughened field, and it appears 
to be slightly higher than the field outside of the cross. When you asked me 
to try to get a photo of Anton's piece, I remembered that a mutual friend had 
made color slides of some of his coins. I called Anton, and asked him if I 
could ask this fellow to make a print to send to you, especially since this 
fellow was photographing Ted's coins for you. He readily consented, saying 
that he would be happy to help. I called the other fellow, and told him that 
Anton said it was OK, and he was going to make a print. But, that evening, 
Anton called him, and told him not to release prints of any of his coins. I 
called Anton, and asked for an explanation, and he said that he felt that if 
you wanted it, you could have asked him directly. I explained that we were 
talking on the phone when you made the request, and that no offense was meant. 
I Fold him that I would ask you to call him (201-HU 9-5733), or write hin. 
Then, while still talking with him, I suggested that in order to save time, 
he should call you, and, he thought that was a good idea, and said that he'd 
do it as soon as we hung up. Ted saw him on the week-end, and he told him 
that he hadn't as yet called. So, there you are. When do you leave? 

Please return dime and immune and shillings before you go. What else is new? 





Kindest regards, Sincerely ,, 
sag ae 


June 26, 196h 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson, Long Island, New York 


Dear Dick: 


The 1801 dime, in my opinion, is perfectly good, 
even though the reverse is rough and looks as if it had been 
pickled. Others are also frosty. It is returned herewith, 


are | I am returning the five English shillings which 
you were nice enough to send me and the famous Immune Columbia 
with the indication ef an undereoin, I eall your attention, 
specifically, to the fact that the Immune Golumbia definitely 
has an artificially applied edge which was not either done 

at the time of striking or done in a Castaign machine, I+% 

is the exact thickness of a U.S. 25¢ piece but I cannot prove 
anything. It is substantially larger than a shilling and 
therefore would not have been wade from a shilling. 


Bill Anton telephoned me and asked me toe eall 
him back, which I did, at 2 A.M., his time, since he was going 
to be up all night with the slephante, 


He told me thet his uneireulated London token 
came from the Peck collection, whieh I have sinse learned ig 
not the case and he has been misinformed, He told me he had 
another elephant token which he had for a number of years 
whieh was the game die ag the one he obtained recently. I, 
naturally, asked him to give me its picture and its source. 
He told me what he paid for these tokens and after I picked 
myself up off the floor I was surprised that he was unconcerned 
as to whether they were genuine or not. He promised he would 
send me pictures of all of his elephant pieces along with their 
weights and reverse juxtapositions and I have already sent him 
the pictures of your pieces along with the comments, 2a eopy 
of which you have already received. 


| I know that you will have a wonderful trip to 
Burope and I know that I will not have your luek in finding 
rare coins in England. 





Page 2 | June 26, 196) 
Mr, Richard Pieker 


I will probably be digging in the archives, in 
Sirsinghha, to see what can be learned about Obadiah Westwood 
and Boulton e 

I am taking a group of Kennedy half dollars as 
an emolument for those whe deserve it and suggest that you 
wight do the same. : 


Cordially, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 
CERTIFIED MATL 


RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


BPN/atb 


SPECIALIST IN: 


@ ANCIENTS (GOLD, SILVER) 

@ U.S. COLONIALS 

@ PATTERNS (GOLD) 

@ U.S. PAPER MONEY 

@ RARE BOOKS 

@ EARLY AMERICAN GUNS (COLTS) 
@ RARE STAMPS (GREECE) 

@ GOLD, SILVER and TOKENS 


* 








and 
Bulatelit 


Telephone: GRegory 3-7050 
HUbbard 9-3252 


42 MAIN STREET - LODI, NEW JERSEY 
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Royal Mint 
Tower Hill 
London, England 


August 7, 196) 


Attention: Messrs. 
Ernest Newman and G. Warden 


Gentlemen: 


This is to thank you for one of my most stimulating numis- 
matic afternoons. Even though you may think 111 of numismatists, 
there must be exceptions to prove the rule. I get my nusismatic 
excitement out of writing, collecting,and research, and it was 
quite refreshing to discuss counterfeit detection and counterfeit 
manufacture with you. I learned many things which are very help- 
ful to me in my studies toward the determination of counterfeit 


pieces. I only wish you would find the source of the impact dies 
work. | : 


There are two items about which you are planning to +niere 
me in due course. 


The first was the depth of the X-ray diffraction spectrometric 
analysis. I had thought it was necessary to shoot the X-ray 
through a coin but if your so-called surface diffraction penetrates 
deeply enough, the problems of being fooled by plating or eleetro- 
metallurgy will be eliminated. 


The second item you were going to obtain for me is the cost 
of the spark erosion method of reproduced dies. If the cost is 
high enough it would make the reproduction of certain coins 
uneconomic. This would make a substantial difference in what 
coins were selected for duplication. 


I came home to find that our Congress had determined to 
issue more silver dollars and passed a law, accordingly, due 
to political pressure from mining interests. We need these 
dollars about as much as you need to strike Crowns. 


I am preparing my material to write up the Elephant Token 
forgery and refer you to The Numismatist for February,and May, — 
1962, in which I wrote up impact hs ica of two other Anglo- 
American coins. 


My kindest regards and thanks to both of you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 

P.O.Box 1020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
U.S.A. 





PN /atb 


August 7, 1964 


Mr. C.Wilson Peck 

31 Vineyard Hill Road 
Wimbledon Park 
London,S.W.19, England 


Dear Mr. Peck: 


It was very pleasant meeting you, in London, and I appre- 
ciated the fact that you came into the city to meet me so that 
we could be together. 


I have made a further study of the Elephant Tokens and the 
total is now increased to five, all of which came from England 
in the last year or two. I discussed the matter with the Royal 
Mint and showed them the coins and it seems clear to me that they 
are forgeries. 


The Royal Mint discussed with me the impact method of counter- 
feiting, which involves using a genuine coin to make a die. Gen- 
erally, two coins are required to make an obverse and reverse. 
Customarily the dies are weak and require additional engraving. 

The design and lettering, therefore, must be strengthened by hand 
engraving. This is why the forgeries I showed you are so close 

to the genuine coin. It is the deviation in the hand engraving 
where the slip up occurs and, for that reason, the colons were not 
placed perfectly and the letters contained slightly different 
shapes than the genuine ones although their position was virtually 
the same. I will do further research on this point and have now 
concluded that the most dangerous type of forgery to wateh out for 
is one in which a common coin is found in one metal and the forger, 
by making the false dies, can strike it in another metal. This 

is what happened in the St. Patrick farthing. In addition, where 
two dies are rare, if combined, and are found on common coins in 
other combinations, the impact die method can be used to destroy 
two common coins and to make dies to produce a rare muling. This 
has been done to create rare date mint marks where the date is 

one one side and the mint mark on the other. | 


I am very concerned about this new impact method of making 
false dies and it is hard for many people to realize the devastate 
ing results which can occur. 


fgain, I wish to thank you for the halfpenny forgeries which 
you let me have and, in due course, I will write a book on the 
subject of imitation halfpence in general. 


I believe you asked for a copy of my article on Nature Printing 
which I am sending under separate cover and I hope you find it an 
interesting new numismatic subject. 


I certainly look forward to the new edition of your book 
and realize how much pleasure it has given you to produce such an 
outstanding piece of work. 


At the printers, at this time, is an article I wrote on the 
James If Plantation 1/2hth Real which will inelude its die varie- 
ties, in defail, and give a substantial amount of its historical 
background which was not available to me at the time I first wrote 
on this subject about ten years ago. 

My wéry kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIG P. NEWMAN 


Mr. C.Wilson Peck 

31 Vineyard Hill Road 
Wimbledon Park 
London,S.W.19, England 


Dear Mr. Peck: 


It was very pleasant meeting you, in London, and I appre- 
ciated the fact that you came into the city to meet me so that 
we could be together. " 


I have made a further study of the EBlephant Tokens and the 
total is now increased to five, all of which came from England 
in the last year or two. I discussed the matter with the Royal 
Mint and showed them the coins and it seems clear to me that they 
are forgeries. 7 


The Royal Mint discussed with me the impact method of counter- 
feiting, which involves using a genuine coin to make a die. Gen- 
erally, two coins are required to make an obverse and reverse. 
Customarily the dies are weak and require additional engraving. 

The design and lettering, therefore, must be strengthened by hand 
engraving. This is why the forgeries I showed you are so close 

to the genuine coin. It is the deviation in the hand engraving 
where the slip up occurs and, for that reason, the colons were not 
placed perfectly and the letters contained slightly different 
shapes than the genuine ones although their position was virtually 
the same, I will do further research on this point and have now 
concluded that the most dangerous type of forgery to wateh out for 
is one in which a common coin is found in one metal and the forger, 
by making the false dies, can strike it in another metal. This 

is what happened in the St. Patrick farthing. In addition, where 
two dies are rare, if combined, and are found on common coins in 
other combinations, the impact die method can be used to destroy 
two common coing and to make dies to produce a rare muling. This 
has been done to create rare date mint marks where the date is 

on one side and the mint mark on the other. 


I am very eoncerned about this new impact method of making 
false dies and it is hard for many people to realize the devastat- 
ing results which can oscur. 


Again, I wish to thank you for the halfpenny forgeries which 
you let me have and, in due course, I will write a book on the 
subject of imitation halfpence in general. 


I believe you asked for a copy of my article on Nature Printing 
which I am sending under separate cover and I hope you find it an 
interesting new numismatic subject. } 


I certainly look forward to the new edition of your book 
and realize how much pleasure it has given you to produce such an 
outstanding piece of work. 


At the printers, at this time, is an article I wrote on the 
James II Plantation 1/2hth Real which will inelude its die varie~- 
ties, in degail, and give a substantial amount of its historical 
background which was not available to me at the time I first wrote 
on this subject about ten years ago. 

My wiry kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 


SPECIALIST IN: 


@ ANCIENTS (GOLD, SILVER) 

@ U.S. COLONIALS 

@ PATTERNS (GOLD) 

@ U.S. PAPER MONEY 

@ RARE BOOKS 

@ EARLY AMERICAN GUNS (COLTS) 
@ RARE STAMPS (GREECE) 

@ GOLD, SILVER and TOKENS 


. g 4, 


Nini. 


* 
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August 12, 136k 


Mr, William T.Anton, Jr. 
h2 Main Street 
Lodi, Hew Jersey 


Dear Bills 


Your photographs of the London flephant fokens arrived 
and I realise why you were disappointed in theu. 


After studying the twe Elephant Tekens which Picker 
gant me, and one which I berrowed in Londen, and the pictures 
ef the two which you gent se, it ie wy opinion that these 
Blephant fokens mre forgeries, | 


L gall your partioular attention to your comment on 
the back of the London Zlephant Token whieh is in your eol- 
Lection and on which you have written “Proef Cein, Anten, | 
Steinberg, Bowers, Peck", My information is that this is 
not a ¢oin from the Peek collection and that bhi atatement 
is in error. 


Tou did not give me the source of the second specimen 
of the London Rlephant Token and that would be mest appre 
cieted, namely, the one which yeu indleate is very fine, 
withweakness on the reverse. 


I eertainly think you ought te get gome decent pictures 
nade of these coins. If yeu are ¢oming to the convention, 
in Cleveland, I weuld like you te bring them with you #0 
that I ¢ould examine them. 

Kindeet regards. 


ineerely yours, : 





BRIC P. NEWMAN 
BPN /atb 
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39 Donna Street 
Wead Feabody, lass. O1962 


August 25, 1964 
Dear Enric, 


This is just a note. 1've already sent the book and another Letter 
out 40 you this moaning, and then 1 nemenbered that Iwas to send you m 
thin planchet Ehephant loken which f had todd you about, and which you 
had requested Lo see. 


L bought this from Empire Coin Company on Meu 6, 1963, and my guess 
is they obtained tris from England on a previous trip there. Lt Looks 
qood to me, however, so did the one you showed me at Yeorge's house. 

Lt shall be exceedingly interesting to hear your results. tlave fun. 


Vers sincerely, 


OS. 


Sept 2,196) 


Mr. William Anton: 
Dear Bill: 
| I was most distressed to have you 
tell me about all the difficulty about the 
Wow Terk notes with Picker. I called him up 
and asked what happened. I was never offered 
the notes and they are sold to someone else. 
I was told at the convention that he was 
committed to someone else and I still do not 
know who it was. Thus I knew watwtns of the 
difficulty as I am used to hearing conflicting 
stories. 3 | | | 
E am convinced the Elephant tokens 
in question are forgeries and if you have any 
thought to refute the bifurcation evidence I will 
be glad to hear them. It is a very complex subject. 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P, Newman 


Whrrale fn webb 
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P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER: I, a SP. [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
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9/14/64 





Dear Eric: 


Nice speaking with you earlier. Ted Craige and Billy Anton just left. 
Here are all the weights; 


My two: 133¢ & 133 5/8 


Anton Proof ex Steinberg, Bowers 134 1/8 
Anton ex Merkin about 2-3 years ago ex England (possibly Seaby ) 1335 
Anton overstruck (original dies) 11543 (probaly over a coin of 'CAROLOS) 'LO'EVIDENT 


Craige overstruck (original dies) 1125 (over a coin of ‘CAROLOS*) 
Craige Thick planchet 2434 


The enchosed two notes are not for sale, but for your examination and photo- 
graphy if you see fit. If they turn out to be important, I'll put you in touch 
with the owner for possible sale or trade. 


Kindest regards, 
Sincerely, 


ae 


R.S. YEOMAN 
Editor-in-Chief 


KEY SBRESSETT 
Managing Editor 


Whitman _Namismatic Journal 


1220 MOUND AVENUE e RACINE, WISCONSIN 53404 





Nelle SHARER 
Associate Editor 


ED METZGER 


September 14, 1964 Advertising Mor. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed are several photos of the elephant tokens. I 
think these are the pictures you want, but I still have 
not found my negatives to make certain of the matings 
for obverses and reverses. I am reasonably certain 
that the illustrations shown in the GUIDE BOOK which 
were made from these photos are correctly matched. I 
will continue looking for the negatives and give you 
more positive information if you think it necessary. 


THESE ARE THE ONLY PHOTOS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME AND 
BELONG IN THE PERMANENT FILE OF RED BOOK PHOTOS. THEY 
MUST BE RETURNED. 


I still have not gone over your contract with our 
Rights and Royalties Department, but hope to have some 
time to get at that soon. I am sure there is nothing 
wrong with it other than the mechanics of getting the 
thing typed and signed. 


IT am very sorry, but I don't have any of the old Blue 
Books that you need. Neither do we have anything to 

help your friend with the exception of a couple of recent 
date which I will send. Along with these I am enclosing 
some old Canadian and BROWN BOOKS in case they would be 
of any use to you for trading purposes. Sorry I couldn't 
be of more assistance. 


Kindest personal regards and best wishes. 
' sever, 
“e-— 
Ken Bressett 
Managing Editor 


KEB: ca WHITMAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 
Enel. 


A DIVISION OF WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY * WORLD'S LEADING NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS 





“September 11, 1964 


Mr. Willie yr, Anton, iy. 3 
2 Main Street * 
Lodi, few Jersey 


bear Bills 


' With Srkesck to ‘tus uapnns rte Ea you have 
vaieed several matters of principle. You have asked ae 
mot to mention the two at bana: whieh you own in anything 
whieh I write and you alse @sk me net to mention your nane 
in an article. You alse indicated that you do not agree. 
that the new pleeces are false. I want to take each ef these . 

points up. separately. | 3 : 


1. I engage in ‘cuedegh and writing ae @ Ais 
and when I publish anything I must give a complete 2ig- 
eloeure of a11 that I know as to the item being discussed. 
To omit what I know is to deceive a reader. An epinicn 
without disclosure of all of the facts does not stand up 
under the gerutiny which numisnatie matters receive, Tt is, 
therefore, @ matter of principle with me never to withhold 
facte on any eubject about which T write and that has been 
tested by threats with respect to the 160) Dollar entters, 
the Good Samerisas od ete. 


at 2. As to the use of your name, Zz respect your 
 weguest beeause the ownership of an item is usuelly not a 
fact essential in the knowledge about the item. Therefore, 
I will not use your name in anything t write on these tokens 
af that remains your wiehb. : | 


3. I fally respect the ésintas of anyone else 
whieh may be contrary te mine and have always encouraged 
others to form their own opinions. If wy opinion changes 
I ae the first one to publish that change. If I make a 
mistake I want te be the first one te correct it. Under 
these cireunmstances there will never be any antagonistic 
feeling between us merely because of a difference of opine 


Pa ee Se = | Se ee |  Septenber Ll, 196 
Mee mes etcere: r Anton, Jeo oe Lae % 


ion on these complex issues. 


tn. view of the foregoing t believe you WEIS. 


ees skdbeutesd the sincerity of my positicn and ay etter: to 


retain self ‘Fespect wsstous hurting otherse | 


. ‘E hope that, on reconsideration, you will nk 

me the weights of the two Elephant Tokens which you showed | 

me as I feel that me beccoies not be eewserses af Fan withhelé. 
Rose: : ee 


= I will gladly submit to you 8 copy of ioe aphdet 
on the Blephant Tokens before 1% is published, if you wish, 
 @8 any improvement. in ites neGKS or facta, Le ee tr 
osriyve for. : | 
; Part of the fun I have in bestenattes is to exe 
pose chicanery. I de not even hesitate: to insult my own 
 @oins.e ; 2 : 
r have had the secpareelan. of sone of the best. 
golleetors and dealers and hope to continue to deserve it. 
i believe I will have your continued ale deceit ae aee. 
: ‘Kinde st regards: 


Sincerely yours, _ 


ERIC P. HEWMAN 


BPN /ath — 


“Septeaber 11, 196) 


ees Willies F, Anton, dr. 
2 Main Streets 
Lodi, Bew Jersey 


Dear Bill 


| With wenpest Be) the Blephant ocean, you have 
Yalsed several matters of principle. You have asked ae . 
not to mention the two pleces whieh yeu own in anything 
which i write and you also ask me not to mention your name 
in an article. You e180 indicated that you do not agree 
that the new pleeces are false. I want to take each of these 
points up separately. . Dog 


} Ew od 1. i engage in rezearch and writing asa hobby, 
and when I publish anything I must give @ sonplete dis- 
@losure of all that I know as to the item being discussed. 
To omit what I know is to deceive a reader. An opinion 
without disclosure of all ef the facts does not stand up 
under the serutiny which numismatic matters receive. It is, 


therefore, @ matter of principle with me never to withheld 


facts on any subject about which I write and thet has been 
tested by threats with respeset to the 160 Dollar wachteig 
the Good Samaritan Shilling, ete. 


2. As to the use of your name, £ respect your 

fe quest because the ownership of @n item is usually not a 
facet essential in the knowledge about the item. Therefore, 

tI will mot use your name in eaything I write on these tokens 
if that remains your wish. 


Be I .fully reepeet the opinion of anyone else 
whieh may be contrary to mine and have alweys encouraged 
others te form their own opinions. If my cpinion changes 
Tam the first one to publish that change. If I meke a 
mistake I want to be the first one te correct it. Under 
these circumstances there will never be any entagonistic 


feeling between us merely beeause of a difference of opin- 





Page 2 3 nes September 11, 196h 
Mr. William F. Anton, dr. Ae 3 


ion on these eonpiex issues. 


tn view of the foregoing 5 believe you will 
understand the sincerity of my position and my effort to ~ 
retain self yeuppr? without hurting others. 


= 5 hope that, on reconsideration, you will send 
me the weights of the two Elephant Tokens which you showed 
me as I feel that you will not be satisfied if ree withhold 
LG. Ba : 


t will gladly waveit to you a copy of my article 
on the Elephant Tekens before it is published, if you wish, . 
as any improveuent in its logic or faets, is. isos ae at I 


= strive for. 


‘art of the fon I have in dau ewasiee. is to ex- 
pose chigenery. I go not even hesitate to insult my own 
coins. ee = oie 
; | have had the ecooperation of sone of the best 
collectors and dealers and hope to centinue to deserve it. 
i believe I will have your continued cooperation, also. | 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. WEWHAN 


EPN/atb 


September 11, 196k 


Mr. William F, Anton, Jr. 
42 Main Street | 
Lodi, New Jersey 


Dear Bill: 


With respect to the Blephant Tokens, you have 
raised several matters of principle. You have asked me 
not to mention the two pieces which you own in anything 
which I write and you also ask me not to mention your name 
in an article. You also indicated that you do not agree 
that the new pieces are false. I want to take each of these 
points up separately. 


| 1. I engage in research and writing as a hobby, 
and when I publish anything I must give a complete dis- 
Closure of all that I know as to the item being discussed. 
To omit what I know is to deceive a reader. An opinion 
without disclosure of all of the facts does not stand up 
under the scrutiny which numismatic matters receive. It is, 
therefore, a matter of principle with me never to withhold 
facts on any subject about which I write and that has been 
tested by threats with respect to the 160) Dollar matters, 
the Good Samaritan Shilling, ete. : 


2. As to the use of your name, I respect your 
request because the ownership of an item is usually not a 
fact essential in the knowledge about the item. Therefore, 
I will not use your name in anything I write on these tokens 
if that remains your wish. 


3- I fully respect the opinion of anyone else 
which may be contrary to mine and have always encouraged 
others to form their own opinions. If my opinion changes 
i am the first one to publish that change. If I make a 
mistake I want to be the first one to correct it. Under 
these circumstances there will never be any antagonistic 
feeling between us merely because of a difference of opin- 


Page 2 September 11, 196) 
Mr. William F. Anton, Jr. | 


ion on these complex issues. 


In view of the foregoing I believe you will 
understand the sincerity of my position and my effort to 
retain self respeot without hurting others. 


I hope that, on reconsideration, you will send 
me the weights of the two Elephant Tokens which you showed 
me es I feel that you will not be satisfied if you withhold 
ite CH sa 


I will gladly submit to you a copy of my article 
on the Elephant Tokens before it is published, if you wish, 
as any improvement in its logic or facts, is something I 
strive for. 


Part of the fun I have in numismaties is to ex- 
‘pose chicanery. I do not even hesitate to insult my own 
coins. 

I have had the cooperation of some of the best. 


collectors and dealers and hope to continue to deserve it. 
I believe I will have your continued cooperation, also. 


Pada yours, 


ERIC PF, NEWMAN 


Kindest regards. 


EPN/atb 


DEVELOPER 

BUILDER 

INVESTOR 

FHA and GI 
MORTGAGE LOANS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 


® 
Telephone: @RegeryB2F050 


HUbbard 9-9862 
S AFF 





WILLIAM T. ANTON Jr. 
Real Estate Appraiser 
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Make an Appointment to Avoid re a, 


aaa oP September 1h, 196) 


Mrs.J.5.Martin 

Coin and Medal Department 
British Museum 

London W.C.1, England 


Dear Mrs.Martin: 


I have recovered from my delightful European advanture and 
am now hard at work at my research again. I wanted to mention how 
pleasant it was to have you help me on my projects. 


I was certainly overwhelmed by the opportunity of wivekie 
in the British Museum Library, as I did not realize the Anpa aw: 
which it has on the scholarship of the world. 


Incidentally, you were going to send me some photographs 
of the Elephant Tokens and I wanted to tell you that,if you have 
not sent them, I believe I have found sufficient photographs to 
use in my article without requiring any of yours. 


fhe London Elephant Token which I showed you, and which I 
showed to Mr. Peck is, in my opinion, a forgery made by impact 
dies which were somewhat re-engraved. This is the fourth example 
of a forgery of a coin collected by Americans which has appeared 
in London in the past couple of years. I am writing up a study 
on that matter. 


There are two items I would like very much to ask your help 
on. 

(1) In James Condor "An Arrangement of Provincial Coins", 
there is a reference, in the introductory address, to "Mr.Birchall's 
List", pp. h, 96 and 110. This reference relates to American coins 
and I am wondering if you would advise me the text of My. Bironedars 
list with respect to the American coins so mentioned. | 

(2) I would like to get the exact language of Thorsby's 
reference to American coins. Stephen Martin-Leake uses descrip- 
tions in his footnotes with respect to American pieces but he 
may not have used all of the references in Thorsby. Thorsby 
might have mentioned New England silver coinage, Lord Baltimore 
Maryland coinage, the St. Patrick halfpence for New Jersey, 
the James II 1/2hth Plantation Real, or the Elephant Tokens for 
London, Carolina, or New England. 


If I ask you all these questions, I certainly want you to 
reciprocate by asking me to look up something for you. 


My very kindest personal regards, and thanks. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 

P.O.Box 1020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 
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September 28, 196% 


Capitel Medals, Ine. 
Post Office Box 667 
High Point, North Carolina 27261 


Gentlemen: 
Do not be shoeked at this letter, 


We do a great deal of research on American 
Colonial coins and are now in the process of completing 
an extensive article involving the forgery of Elephant 
fokens, We have the Bolen eopy and the Robinson copy 
made 100 years age and we would like te have a specimen 
of the copy you are offering for sale. These are for 
reference and study purposes only. 


There is a matter of principle involved in 
that we do not ever purchase copies for any amount and 
therefore I must ask you to sive us a specimen of the 
copy you are selling. Would you be kind eneugh to 
cooperate? 


Sincerely yours, 


i ge 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


Capitol Iledals, Yne. 


P. O. BOX 667 e TELEPHONE 883-1176 


High Point, North Carolina 


September 30, 1964 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. seus 56-Mrssours 

Gentlemen : 

We are in receipt of your letter of September 28th, and 
contents noted therein. 

With regard to your request for the North Carolina Elephant 


Token "Copy" - we are enclosing one for you, as per your 


request. 


Very sincerely yours, 


CAPTTOR MEDALS, ENC. 





ACS /ss 


Enclosure 





P.O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER: i, al Lf: [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
char tcKheYr AREA Cope 516 e MAYFAIR 1-0763 


10/13/64 





Dear Eric: 


Just finished going thru the Elephant article again, and can see no changes 

or additions to suggest, other than correcting Bowers name to: @ David, as — 
it should be. Anton's middle initial is : T. I loaned my two tokens to Ted 
Craige, and he called me today, letting me know that he was going to have a 
test made of the metal. I also gave him a known genuine to test for comparison 
purposes. We realize that this cannot be conclusive, but it is being done for 
our own edification. Even if it proves bad, I don't think that it should be 
included, since we should keep some secrets from the forger as to how we're 
able to differentiate the good from the bad. As a matter of fact, it might be 
a good idea for you to recheck the ms, and see if some other pertinent info 
should be eliminated, so w that he can't use it in the future to correct his 
mistakes. Meanwhile, a week or so ago, a Homer Hall from Texas advertised a 
gem red unc. one at $400. I know Hall and wrote him that I'd like to examine 
it for study purposes, and also letting him know that I wasn't interested in 
buying it. Yesterday, he called me from N.Y., and told me that he just learned 
of my letter, but that the coin has already been sold to Anton. However, he also 
assured me that the coin would have to be good since it came from you some time 
ago. He said that you had sold it to a Dan(?) Griffin, and that he got it from 


P.O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER: h 4 Lf [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
char Cher AREA Cope 516 e MAYFAIR 1-0O763 


Bae 





Griffin. Stories of this nature can be true, and cannot. In any event, 

for personal reasons, I'd rather not ask Anton to see it. I would suggest 

that you write him, and tell him that you contacted Hall too late, and that 

you learned it was sent to him, and that you'd like to see it. The owner of 
those two notes called the other day, and though he was in no rush to have them 
back, was interested in knowing all the details about them. If you can manage 
it, I'd like to see a copy of the Auctori Plebis article. Vlack showed me his 
‘new! variety of the Franklin Press. It appears to be nothing more than a 
struck copy. Merkin should return from Europe in a few days, and will xm probably 
call you for an appointment. I thought that you might have wanted to make the 
last N.Y. meeting. Roosevelt was quite interesting. If you own a Pine Tree pa 
Noe 28, I'd very much-appreeiate-seeing it for a day or so. Nothing much else 


new. 


Kindest regards, 


et 
P.S. Do you want the Elephant draft réturned? 
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October 16, 196k 


Mr.Richard Picker — 
366 = P.O.Box | 3 
Albertson, Long Island, New York : 


bear fordesc! 


Thank you for the comments educerntng the Elephant 
Noues article. I will see if I can tone down the methods 
for exposing the FOR ECY, as you suggest. : 


| Please tell me where Homer Hall advertised an. 

uncirculated. red Elephant Token at $400. I donot under-~ 
stand how he could sell the coin to Anton as there might — 
be some confusion and it might be Anton's coin he was 
trying to sell. His story with respect to me is some- 
what inaccurate. | : | : Late ? 


ee i do not sell coins. 


, 2. iI don't know who Dan Griffin ‘6 and never 
had any dealings with him. 


! 3. I never parted with an Elephant Token in 
regent YOREBe +o 0s | 


and so it goes. 


The Auctori Plebis article will be in the November oe 


lst Numisnatist. It isa very short. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P.. NEWMAN 
EPN/atd | 
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NEW YORK TESTING LABORATORIES, INC. 


ENVIRONMENTAL, ELECTRONIC, NON-DESTRUCTIVE, MATERIALS AND CHEMICAL TESTING 
81 URBAN AVENUE, WESTBURY, L. I., N.Y. * 516 EDgewood 4-7770 


Page 1 fab, No, . D#20,628 
Oct, 22, 196); 
LAB, NO, AND CLIENT:  D-20,628 - United Transformer Corporation 


MATERIAL , 2 Discs 

YOUR ORDER NOs Lotter 10/14/6h 
MARKED: As shown below 
SUBMITTED FOR: Spectrographic Analysis 





SEMI-QUANTITATIVE SPECTROGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 
Disc "BY + Thin 


Greater than 10% 
1% to 10% 

O18 to 220% 
0,01% to 0,1% 


Copper 

None 

Zinc, Silicon, Iron 
Gold, Tin, Siiver 


0,001% to 0.01% Aluminum, Titanium 


CONCLUSION 
Both discs appear to be imiure 


recent times, Si ana 
came from differ ces, 


ar from the pure quality copper refined in 
/ fifferent it is evident that the metals 


Respectfully submitted, 


NEW YORK TESTING LABORATORIIS, INC. 


en ey 
ore Ae a 
(Mi . Harvey \ 
Tec 


hnical Director 





TOs 


United Transformer Corp. 
150 Varick St. 

New York 13, N, ¥. 

Att: Mr. W. P. Totino 


awk 


Report on sample by client applies only to sample. Report on samples by us applies only to lot sampled. 
Information contained herein is not to be used for reproduction except by special permission, ; 
Samples retained for thirty days maximum after date of report unless specifically requested otherwise by client. 


The liability of the New York Testing Laboratories, Inc. with respect to the services charged for herein, shall in 


no event exceed the amount of the invoice. 
FORM 107A-7M-6-62 
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NEW YORK TESTING LABORATORIES, INC. 


ENVIRONMENTAL, ELECTRONIC, NON-DESTRUCTIVE, MATERIALS AND CHEMICAL TESTING 
81 URBAN AVENUE, WESTBURY, L. I., N.Y. * 516 EDgewood 4-7770 


Page 1 Lab, No, D=-20,628 
Oct. 22, 196) 
LAB, NO, AND GLIENT:  D-20,628 - United Transformer Corporation 


MATERIAL: 2 Discs 

YOUR ORDER NO, Letter 10/1):/6k 
MARKED: As shown below 
SUBMITTED FOR: Spectrographic Analysis 













SEMI-QUANTITATIVE SPECTROGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 


Dise "BY" - Thin 


Greater than 10% 
1% to 10% 

0.1% to 1,0% 
0,01% to 0.1% 


Copper 

None 

; Zinc, Silicon, Iron 

Ar, Antimony, Gold, Tin, Silver 
Niskey, Silver 

0,001% to 0,01% “smfth, Aluminum, Aluminum, Titanium 


CONCLUSION 


Both discs appear to be imu 
recent times. Si ana 
came from differ ces, 


ar from the pure quality copper refined in 
ifferent it is evident that the metals 


Respectfully submitted, 


NEW YORK TESTING LABORATORIES, INC. 


eS el Ie 
/ Md, Harvey 
TO; “technical Director 


United Transformer Corp, 
150 Varick St. 

New York 13, N. Y. 

Att: Mr. W. P. Totino 


awk 


Report on sample by client applies only to sample. Report on samples by us applies only to lot sampled. 
Information contained herein is not to be used for reproduction except by special permission. 
Samples retained for thirty days maximum after date of report unless specifically requested otherwise by client. 
The liability of the New York Testing Laboratories, Inc. with respect to the services charged for herein, shall in 
no event exceed the amount of the invoice. 
FORM 107A-7M-6-62 . 


November 9, 196) 


Mr. Charles Wilson Peck 
31 Vineyard Hill Road 
Wimbledon Park 

London SW 19, England 
Dear Mr. Pecks 

There has been a delay in my writing you because my 
home was burglarized and left in shambles. My wife's 
jewelry was stolen and about 4000 coins. I have been 
making lists for the police, etc., and reassorting what 
they left me. They took all they could carry. Fortunately 
most of my collection was in bank vaults. They took all 
of my U. S&S. tokens, routine duplicates, etc. They care- 
fully took about 150 English Maundy pieces and English 
18th Century tokens, but threw the other English on the 
floor. My nice English was in the vault including your 
forgeries, but I had about 100 forgeries of Geo. II and 
Geo. III halfpennies which were taken. All of my routine 
foreign except Canada was dumped on the floor. Canada 
they wanted, but this was unimportant material. I was 
diusured on the coins but not my wife's jewelry. This 
was a professional job without doubt. 

Research has been bogged down as you can imagine, 
put I am enclosing the present state of my elephant article 
(without pictures) as I have not submitted it for pub- 
lication yet. Please feel free to make any suggestions. 

I have somewhat explained impact die work to some ex- 
tent but do not know anything specific about explosive 
impact methods as compared to normal kinetic energy means. 

Another more deadly counterfeiting method seems to 
be on the scene. This involves centrifugal casting 
in steel or other hard metal. Apparently a pressure plas- 
tic (not plaster) cast of a coin (probably one side is 
made at a time) is made using tough heat resistant plas- 
ticse Then by centrifugal casting a steel positive is 
made with a heavy blank back. The back is machined to 


lock into a press. ‘Then the positive is hardened and 


used like a hub to make a die in soft steel. <A collar is 
made for the edge in a gear cutting machine if needed, 
otherwise a plain collar is made if needed. Thus a 
die with almost perfect detail is produced. A proof 
surface can be added by polishing the die field on a 
iathe; I am speculating on parts of this method, but 
I don't see how coins I have seen can be otherwise pro- 
duced. The defects produced by plaster, by wax, by shrinke- 
age, etc., are eliminated. I wish your Royal Mint would 
comment on this. Mr. Warden and Mr. Barnest Newman 
talked to me about impact methods, but this method is 
much better. With common coins selling at fabulous prices 
anything can happen, particularly in gold where color 
toning is unnecessary. Please iet me know what you think 
about this? 

I did receive your letter sent to me in Birminghan. 
It finally came to america after I wrote the hotel to re- 
turn mail received after I left. A belated thanks. 

As to writing something for B.M.J. I will do so 
as to the modern impact forgeries arising in England ( 
(Elephants, Franklin Press, St. Patrick, Auctori Plebis 
and Oak Tree Shilling) if you feel it is desirable, It 
will be based upon my articles published here and any: _ 
help I can get from you and the Royal Mint. If you fure 
nish any new data I will expect you to Coauthor it with 
MS e 

It was a pleasure to ses you in London again and 
I hope we can develop some of our mutual interests to- 
gether. fYou are from Birmingham and I found Birmingham 
the most exciting city of my last trip. we are therefore 
both Brummagems working on fakes with proper background. 


Kindest regards, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


P. S. I just received, for an op2nion, a 1723 Woods 
farthing in silver with a plain edge and heavily 
worn faces. It seems to be a superb cast from a 
worn copper farthing. What is going on in England 
as to pieces which appeal to Americans? 





THE NUMISMATIST 


Official Magazine of the 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 


P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 
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Dear Bric: 


Thanks for yours of the 3rd and your kind 
thoughts. 


Yes, please do continue sending the forgery 
pieces. I believe them to be very much 
worthwhile. 


I'll be glad to send extra Numismatisits as 
you request. i hope you won't mind the delay , 
as I'm very much "swamped." 


Best personai regaras 


Sincerely 


b BA <2 ght 


ST aac vii RR ee oS ie tag 
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December 9, 196h 


Mr.Elston Bradfield 
P.0.Box 3491 
Chicago 54, Illinois 
Dear Brad: 


| My article “An Blephant Token Never Forgets --«- 
Forgery" is enclosed, | 


I hate to bother you with pictures whichare not 


in easy form to reproduce, but such is my condition, 


I am enclosing black and white pictures of the 
forgery but, unfortunately, the enlargement which was made 
for me was too big with respect to the reverse so that the 
obverse and reverse do not match in size. Actually, they 
Should be identical in size. When you have the cut made, 
therefore, a greater reduction will have to be made of the 
reverse than the obverse. Will your printer be able to handle 


that? I think the diameter of each face should be 24 inches. 


| : _I also enclose coler photos of a genuine coin for 
another cut. Unfortunately, I have no way of obtaining black 


and white pictures of this coin for the moment. These should 


be 2% inches in diameter, also. 
Naturally, I want these pictures returned. 


: My article requires a footnote addition of the exact 
citation of the article by Robert A. Vlack, which I believe 
you are publishing prior to my article. Will you be kind 
enough to fill in the page citation, I assume it will be 
in the January, 1965 issue. 


Incidentally, I have never received a few extra 


copies of the November WNumismatist whith you said you could 
send. | | 


Hope you and your wife continue to show what a great 
husband and wife team can do. , 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atd . | ERIC P.NEWMAN 
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ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 


P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


December 23, 1964 


Dear Eric: 


Many thanks for the elephant token story, which 
has been prepared for the printer in the hopes 
it can run in February. I'm afraid there isn't 
much chance to stop these counterfeits but at 


least we can warn of their existence. 


Will you be good enough to clarify the meaning 
of 

"he genuine Elephant token reverse die, there- 
fore, had no bifurcation at the base of the letters, 
but the genuine coins usually do. If a forged die 
were made from a genuine coin, then the forged die 


would have bifurcation." (pp. 8 and top of 9) 
Perhaps this should be rewritten. 
Jeannie joins me if wishing you and yours 4 Happy 


Christmas and New Year. 


Sincerely 


fiwnk 


PS: The Novembers will be along shortly, I hope. 


Becember 29, 196) 


Mr. Elston G, Bradfield, Editor 
The Numismatist 

P.O.Box 3491 

Chicago Sh, Illinois 


Dear Brad: 


| As a good Editor, your challenged the one 
sentence which I had the most trouble with. I 
have revised it and hope I have cleared up the 
meaning. : 3 


I have made a few additions and now enclose 
ages 8, 9, 10, 11, 11-A, 13 and the footnotes. 
ould you please throw the old pages away and 
substitute these. 

The changes in these other pages are. 
trifling, but, being a perfectionist, I never can 
miss an opportunity. 

A very Happy New Year to you. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 
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January 19, 1965. 


Mr. C. Wilson Peck 

31 Vineyard Hill Road 
Wimbledon Park 

London, S. W. 19, England 


Dear Mr.Peck: 


My article on the Elephant Token is printed for 
publication and I am enclosing a page proof for you to read, 
There are a number of geo segue a hte since I sent you the 
proposed text. | 


I am very disappointed with the illustrations 
as the pictures were originally excellent. Likewise the proof- 
reading was not good. These are the problems of publishing | 
in @ monthly, rather than a book, as I had no opportunity to 
see the proof. : 


The one thing I wish to mention is that I decided 
that it was not wise at this time to discuss in the article 
the newer and improved methods of making impact dies. These 
include: 


(1) The use of a conducting plastic as a pressed 
negative from which to make an renegade hub, thereby getting | 
@ more perfect likeness, 


(2) Making electrotypes out of nickel or chromiun, 
or both, and providing ultrasonic vibration to eliminate | 
minute surface bubbles from such hubs. 


(3) Making a centrifugal casting of a hub out of 
steel. This can be done by using a plastic positive and coat- 
ing it in ceramic clay after which the ceramic is baked hard 
and in the process the plastic melts out through the port 
or vaporizes. 


(4) The use of a hard plastic as a negative from 
which to transfer the design by pressure to a soft metal hub 
which can be hardened. 


(5) The use of powdered metal to make a hub of 
steel from a plastic impression and making a steel die from 
the hub. 


lad 


et January 19, 1965 


ME. oS, Wilson Peck 


/ 


(6) The use of explosive impact reproduction 


pather than drop forge trip hammer, etc, 


. | I hope you can discuss this with the Royal Mint. 
I believe that the forgeries are going to be so perfect, 
shortly, that it would be almost impossible to distinguish 
them from genuine coins. They will be struck pieces, the dies 
will not need hand engraving, the metallie content will be 


right, the collars will be imitated easily on gear hobbing 


machines, and so it goes. 2 

_ 2 wish to thank you for your interest in the 
problem anc for the assistance you rendered me by die studies 
in your "English Copper, Tin and Bronze", 


| I also enclose a new article I wrote on the 1/2hth 
Real of James II. 


Has the revision of your book been completed 
as yet? ee 


Let me hear frow you at your convenience. 
My very kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

P.O.Box 14020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
U.S.A. 


_EPN 


atb 


ForRmM #105 


MEMORANDUM January 22, 1965 
TO Mr. Q. David Bowers | FROM Eric P. Newman 


Dear Dave: 

Would you be nice enough to send ae the address 
of Stewart Millward, of Great Portland Street, in London. 

I want to send him a copy of the article about 
to be published on the Elephant Token and ask him if he 


won't volunteer where he got his. 


EPN/atb 


Form #105 


MEMORANDUM January 22, 1965 


To Mr.Elston Bradfield | FROM Erie P. Newman 





Dear Brad: 

I hate to bother you, but would you return the plates for my 
Elephant Token article and send me five extra copies of the 
February, 1965 Numismatist as well as five copies of the November, 
196 Numismatist. You indicated this was in process. 

George Fuld is getting better but part of his cure is a 
complete isolation from coins, As they say about the plague, 
the prevention is more painful than the disease, 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y. 13790/Tel. 607 729-6141 


hepruary 1, 1965 


Mr. “frie. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your note. The address you request is: Michael 
Millward, Stewart Ward (Coins) Ltd., 85 Great Portland Street, 
London W. 1, England. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers co 
v 


QDB:cp 
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February 3, 1965 


Mrs.J. S. Martin 
The Brisish Museum — 
Coins & Medals 


-* London, WeG. 1, England oe 


Bear Mrs. Martin: 


It is most pleasant edetic from you as 
books turn up. My own desires would only fall in. 
the English and the American field but I have 
written to George Miles, at the American Numismatic 
Society, with respest to the two most nequntly 

mentioned. | | : 3 


| Bases sdcing you my life has pik an ex~ 
citing ene since I am preparing a catalogue of 

American paper currency during the period we were 

a British colony. It is fascinating to see how we 
relied on English engravers to make the plates both 
for our paper money at times and also our counter- 
feitors relied on your counterfeitors to do the work. 


We were well able to pass both the genuine and the 


eculertary pieces without any further help. 


: | I just published the article on the Elephant 
Soxane in the February Numiematist indicating some 
points about the manufacture of impact dies from 
coins themselves. This situation is: going to be 

an International scandal at the rate it is going. 
Shortly one will not be able to tell genuine pieces 
from forgeries as many new proeeaaes exist which 

are. almost undetectable. | 


| I want to thank you for veur assistance in 
that matter and have acknowledged your eetp in the 
article. 
My very cls agek ceuiedal eocheds and if I 
can do anything for you on this side of the ocean, 
please do not hesitate to call on me. | 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newnan 


BPN/atb 


: February 5, 1965 B 


Mr. Michael Millward 
Stewart Ward Ltd. 

85 Great PortlandSt. 
London W.1, meen 


Dear Michael: 


At long last my article on the Elephant Token 
forgery is published. It is in the February,1965 NUMISMATIST. 


As 1 told you, I would give you full credit along 
with others who helped me, and hope that the publicity will 
be helpful to you. As you will note, six apecinens of the 
forgery have come to America.  . 


I feel that you were in a position to tell me a 
good deal more about the origin of these forgeries but since 
you did not know me you were somewhat reluctant to do so. Per- 
haps you can understand my sincerity in running down these 
items after you see in the footnotes the type of articles i 

have written about impact forgeries. 


I therefore hope you will tell me the source of 
the forged Elephant Token. If you can write me what you know 
about it that would be most helpful and I will not disclose 
the source of my information if you so instruct me. If you | 
hesitate to write me about it you might be willing to explain 
what you do know to some unbiased party, such as Joan Martin, 
of the British Museum Staff, or Charles Wilson Peck, both 
of whom will be glad to relay the information to ae; You 
may also, if you. wish, see that I get a fa deokel which is type- 
written and which is unsigned. 


I certainly hope that you are getting along nicely 
in the coin business. . 


The enthusiasm for coins is yuaning so high over | 
here all we seem to have is coin burglaries and coin robberies. 
I have been one of the victims of a coin burglary and am not 
very happy about it. 


My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Bric P. Newman 
P.O.Box 11020 
St.Louis, Missourd, 
U.S ps 63178 


EPN 
atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 


Official Magazine of the 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 


P.O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 





Dear Eric: 
HAVE 
At last J sent you 5 Nov. and 5 Feb 


issues. Sorry it took so long. 


I'm enclosing 2 pix of elephant tokens. 


ake SS 


Also, I'm enclosing a typescript by a 
Mr. Sebring. Article is on strawberry leaf 
cent. ‘Yould you be so good as to read it 
and let me have your opinion on it? Many 


thanks for you ever cheerful help. 
Best personal regards 


Cordially 


Stewaut Ward (Coins) Ltd. 


NUMISMATISTS 


SS GREAT. PORTLAND STREET. LONDON: OW =) 


TELE PHO NE: 
MUSEUM 8444 
Associate Directors : 


STEWART WARD (Publishers) LTD. M. S. MILLWARD 
J. A. DAVIES 


E.P. Newman, Esq., 

P.O. Box 14020, 

St. Louis, 

Missouri 63178, 

U.osks 18th February, 1965 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Many thanks for your letter of the 5th February, 1965, 
and giving us credit in the Numismatist, which we have 
just received. 

We regret to inform you that we have no record as to 
where we acquired the Elephant Token, but as far as 

I remember we purchased this item in a junk lot cost- 
ing us approximately ten cents. 


We are sorry that you have been the victim of a coin 
burglary, and I know how you feel having been a victim 
myself a year ago. 

Sorry we cannot be of more help on the token, which 

I believe we st 


ae: f 
i111 retain. 


Yours faithfully, 


—_—~-—_ 
— > ee 
oe — 
———_— 
hrs rd Lf 7 rl 
Michael 8S. Millward 
SG, Caen aa : 
Stewart Ward (Coins) Ltd. 
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February 19, 1965 
P.O. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Mr. Edward R. Barnsley Erie P,. Newman 


Dear Conn Mans 


Please don't be offended at this appellation because ny Webster 
Dictionary defines a “con" man as one in whem you should have confidence - 
So that he can steal your eye teeth. However, you are a "Conn" man be- 
cause you are trying to get all the Connecticut coppers into Pennsylvania, 


ae Te a 
ERE I 


Thank you for your very nice remarks concerning the Elephant 
foken article. 


See Thank you, also, for your nice comments concerning the James II- 
tin pieces and if you want & reprint I will be delighted to send you one 

although it is my guess you tore up the A.N.S. volume and pulled out 

the American item. 


As to the halfpenny riots in New York in 1753 and 175), I have 
@ substantial amount of material and will naturally intludeit in my work 
on imitation halfpence. Naturally, some of the material you have gathered 
is new to me snd some of the material I have in my file would be new to 
you. Some of this has been described in Kenneth Scott's "Counterfeiting 
in Colonial New York". | 


In case you think you insulted me by calling me a "nicker", 
I want you to know that I am going to use the word “nicker" in the pre- 
face or dedication of my halfpenny work. Can you imagine brawlers being — 
so low as to use counterfeit halfpence te break people's windowsi The 
least they could have used was genuine ones. 


The pile of Continental paper money at HSP is certainly unusual 
and if there is anything I should know about it, please let me know. 


4s you nay know, I am writing @ catalogue of American Celobial 
paper money and my eyes ere practically falling out of my head. I have 
to combine the information from Colonial reeords, Colonial statutes, 
various collections, various articles, and a mound of misinformation. 
It is an exoiting project and I hope to make it & worthwhile te readers. 


| In your references, which I am returning, and which I would 

like you to continue to send me as you find other interesting things, 

you said that I did not mention the hO shilling bills in "Historie 
Printing Plate Located". I only included the counterfeit Continentals. 
The 4O shilling bill mentioned in the New York Gazette was a New York 
piece. My new catalogue will name all counterfeits I can besgome aware of. 


It is always delightful to hear from you and please don't make 
it so long between drinks. 


Sincerely, 


BPN/atb 


laa VY eat Vat Yc ct ct 


2 $ 
. ‘ 
: * : : 
pwintantatir : 
BY ie 
By » cat Chartered by Congress ty ie 
e) 1912 y ag ss ie 

le 


—s Weath Literary Award {o is 
KM is 
: IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR : 
OUTSTANDING LITERARY CONTRIBUTION : 
: : 


5 PUBLISHED IN THE NUMISMATIST DURING THE YEAR ie 








1 Warts’ ler 2 oda Bebhrauks *S03 tok exanmed. Bakr 
aes Ne ee eae \en Quett seatiud. Krvevr.as lay woe atl Un 
: aed estolrestud Cottectione lCrae SReedik Ge auy trqeus 
J hee bey Quiche rot Rory Aol wiagednead Orneg Wn Scauluty cleded atraf ln tego 
Mises Cia Xo yw Gop Rel ne Beabthent 4% Ae sei ae COI | 
She acy Kemstaged Reve dele Tims aclodlis oo 


Prkfovsl aut Sears San Fone eo peek | - pushex (3 (Czfe) nb ip eae \fey peewee a AOS 


{o-ey ov \tir or Aso tery J} pp ee Q coupe Pow. 
Rrnqterry » \ Aral, os rod SRecktup oe On| atau . Pusher t Lrseddemmme SReuoudiws Pure. Whey Woe tf comes 
ansparunlt . 


Qs ee Beguine 18 qek aloud Ce oo eee 
me Sera es eee Oe emu te oes Lowry 1b eottretors + J Leet Readidt agur Weak el 
beatajo expouuns ~ to 5 lab muy coteedian = (Co ale . lec fuse wed te rneein aay eure Sy len korgent 
SiS nr QSL ee Moan Beene + Wwew hee ro ico A Ce ee Ss buy, Quen Se Aiselary 
Cerna Se Wale ow , Coen my Tur Veeltreule au ver - Outline f (em wala -& ux foe Veen, Aer abl 
Geeemabe. We ateo vou Uncomoduuk Crows, we come See. teenie Ree oa oa ee 
Bicuawn (ec Uuingale Syrian Sd heccottetena ten, Se ee ee 
Gu Guage F recewcatml onc a fotigtr rab the ont daze tm Suiggration 22 BK ym dang esi orp 
(puta cna Un 10 to dha cataut Balt } lig bo gue bo. Peon eid Keke tne arm ) Pee teat” 
Reno Gu obusen psa de Looth . iat yor Rawr atncady pebeeatad Wo sakfreee™ 
Leet ~ Poor Veluwe (cata bv ea clratt ten den itbok (le te 
Onrtiction eu Berlrafs tater bw lee brat. fear Sn ve Nace pum Cette, NS ae a 
NO ce) ee BAe dwn rad Padus, Yn ae Sy ieee eso Uedurvetoud aaaee 
Aiur aluob dmc ow A en LE UP {el Sue Mar beteena tae le. (Ceeraraliae - ber, Perr: 
Aone retin Fut. ALons ) cred Kane relied Qtuxtias, Ue a aebpertl cou & brhrstogep 


Sender’s name and address: 


Bovessovcse Se wee wee cee seesee sess ees eee ees eE SES ESE SOE SESE OEDESSED SOTO USES SSDS OOS SE SDE ESODOSENESS SED SUEESneesesssesseseeeS® 


POCO OS OHSU ESOT OTE DOCSTERS OES EESTESST SEES EEE USEEEEHO SOS e ene Eeee® 


OOOO OHS OT COE ROE OOO SOE SOLES ES ESSETESESESOEEDESOEESOSEEHOSEOOS [ro rreceseesavcuscccccevasavcecrasensseashsosseecsssesscssausvunes 





-}| oroy Suoje HIS usado OL] 


are : 
ope) 


Varga ) AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGEL 


epwabn yome al OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 


ry fr 22>} aa. PTY F amg) SQ, aegoor) 9 — 
com OR <2 PYTANT eyes VOY, FRAN LT iA oe 
os oe Rei i 
; FOTO. OL OE Ee Nome A 
nad (raid MOL v0 Greed a) I © ome | ice or ee 
corre, main og arena Tan en memo | 
ramyR + Suman S reg 778 ee 9 qa OR | 
Qe 
prim boemp aypny7a22 \errag oD dag mprrermmns, ues PO. Bate \U8i6 0. gions | ee 
mere, Ma ep ay wa once eon sg STkevis..Missoori 6308 
ee es | | fee Nee 
eared, lego TNE OXY] EVP TM, or007) 3) \yroxy FAM 


<———- Second fold here ————> 


. 
£720 000000000 0000000000000000000000000000800000080000000 02008808850 S es eeeees sense eeseeeneessseereeeeeesee see desEEedonsessgenceneceseereseseseneeseeasseneseneeccoecorescose 


First fold here————> 


a 








POCO SSPE SEES O OTTO SS ESSE SHOE SEE EOE EE DEO T ESE SESEESE DEST ESET SES EOSESS SEES ESSOE DOSES SS ENSEEOES 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 
ME DT Cis CE aT Er KR 


800 NORTHEAST THIRTEENTH STREET 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73104 


July 29, 1966 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Vice President & Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 10420 

Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
Thank you for your letter of July 2lst. I appreciate your comments on 
my paper. If | am able to get to Chicago, | shall certainly make an 


effort to meet you. 


With warmest regards, 






ohn F. Lhotkay Jr., M. D., P 
Associate Professor 


Js @ personal note to my dictated letter — your resear ch in Anerican mmismatic 
fields iff ps fly classical and to have been selected over you I consider a really 
great hor waite Really, my work is basically reorge nization of material for the be ginere 
This is the reason why : I have published in the NIMIS(ATIST - its the magazine that 
the beginers read. The experts go the the CHRONICLE etc. I only hope & at someday 
Ifill have the chencs to vr sane fundemental work in my chosen fields but until then 
Itil keeg writing primer Se No om el# seans much interested in boiling medieval data 
down so I might as well do the job. Regards, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


J. Ps) Martin September 28, 1994 
American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear ws... < 
Here is some of my elephant token file. 


Please return the two original photographs. 


Hope this helps. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


enclosures 
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“\°Y AmericanNumismatic 
S S Oo G | A ii | Oo N 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
719/632-2646 ¢ FAX: 719/634-4085 


November 30, 1994 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St: Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the use of your file on elephant tokens. The piece 
we saw was one of the type you highlighted in your article. 


You_can take pride in knowing the work you had done nearly 30 years 
ago Kas g Own more vibrant with the passage of time. I appreciate 
your bee ce ig the ANA Authentication Bureau. 






/ANA ‘Numismatist /ANAAB Authenticator 
/ 
JPM/hj 


| /ce: cf/file 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens ¢ Chartered by Congress 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 30, 1995 


Mr. Frank Steimle 

c/o COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
P.O. 4411 

Huntsville, AL 35815 


Dear Sir: 


Your detailed study of Elephant Tokens was a pleasure to read and I am hopeful 
it will induce much comment. 


I believe you might mention Lynn Glaser's comment of long ago in Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine but it adds nothing to what you have written. 


You are apparently unaware of the fact that the unique brass Elephant Token 
described in the Clay sale is in my collection and was acquired in England more 
than 40 years ago. My memory connects a Rev. Christmas to its discovery prior 
to Clay getting it. 


Incidentally, when did the last natural elephants disappear from North Africa? 
Hannibal had plenty of them to use when trees were in profusion there. 


_ Sincerely, 
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2200 Appleby Drive 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


June 14, 1995 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


I appreciate your letter about the elephant token review I 
wrote for the CNL. As a novice at numismatic research, your 
encouraging words are greatly welcome. When I researched the topic, 
I wanted to correspond with you, Mr. Ford, and Walter Breen before 
his death. I did not pursue this as I had no addresses or phone 
numbers and was concerned also about imposing my amateur work on 
you. I assumed that you were busy or enjoying a retirement and did 
not need a lot of draft manuscripts or amateurish questions dumped 
on you. My past efforts to discuss research topics with some 
numismatic museum curators have not been very successful and most 
of my written inquiries were unanswered or only cursorily 
addressed. Mr. Spilman and his associate editors have been very 
supportive, however. 


Thank you for the status report on the brass.eléphant token, 
now in your collection. Does it represent the use of one of the 
pairs of dies that Mike Hodder has defined on a brass planchet; 
would it be possible to note which pair, or is it from a new or 
copy set of dies? Mr. Ford’s 1947 comments suggested it was a 
suspicious coin, at least because it was part the Clay collection 
which had many dubious coins in it. I would like to note the status 
of the piece and any new details in a future CNL or C4 bulletin - 
with your permission, if you do not have the time or inclination to 
do so, yourself. This will help document most of what we know about 
these enigmatic pieces for additional research or interpretation. 


Thank you for bringing the Glaser reference on elephant tokens 
to my attention: It ts “unfertunete ‘that individual. articies in 
previous numismatic bulletins and newsletters (and now short 
definitive articles in auction of sales catalogs).-are not hbetrer 
indexed in the major numismatic library holdings. When borrowing 
references on a specific topic I always ask librarians if they knew 
of other papers - they seldom did. Unfortunately I do not have the 
resources to readily visit and peruse the stacks of the major 
numismatic libraries, not even in NYC. 


Finally, can you tell me more about your Numismatic Education 
Society? Gary Trudgen mentions it as a research source in the same 
CNL issue as the elephant token article, but provided no details. 
I am collecting information on other colonial numismatic topics and 
would like to be as thorough as possible. Your research approach, 
and now Hodder’s and a few others, has been a model to follow in 
sorting fact from opinions and unsupported speculations. 


Sincerely/ Ll 


Frank W. St(imle 
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2200 Appleby Drive 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


Lune LS. Leos 
Dear Mr. Newman; 


I was much surprised and honored by your phone call yesterday. 
I greatly appreciated talking to you and your encouragement. 


Here is a copy of the section of the B&M Norweb sale where Mike 
Hodder defined the two different obverse dies and seven reverse 
dies used on the "elephant tokens". The difference in the two 
obverse dies is mostly in the distance between the tusks and the 
milled border. As Mike defines it, the tusks on his die H-1 are 
obviously... away ,.from- the “edge “(such as* on the -uncorrected 
"Carolina’.\.proprieters" -variety) ,..while’ on “=2 the. tusks. almost 
touch the edge milling (such as on the corrected "...proprietors" 
variety. Mike’s differentiation of the reverse dies used is clear 
On tiie doasting.:: 1 dook Torward to seeing’ @ copy of the original 
description of the piece in the Clay sale that you mentioned you 
would send and any notes on the origins of the piece. 


If you can define the dies used for your unique brass example, we 
Can, Goocumen .cthve,.unformation::in) the’ GN or C4 bulletin: .tor 
consideration by future students. The token’s weight should be 
recorded, as well. Also, is there any evidence of an undertype on 
the brass planchet, such as the use of some medal or jeton, which 
commonly are found in brass at that time? 


Again, I much appreciate your taking the time to talk to me and 
your offer to use the resources of your Society in any current or 
future research. 


est regards, 


VStar 


Frank Steimle 
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Mere is little other evidence to link the London Elephant 
“ekens to the United States colonial era series. Nothing is 
own with certainty about when the London Elephant 
gokens were struck, by whom, or for what purpose. The 
gnajority of earlier writing concerning them has been 
dypothesis, at best. The popular association of these pieces 
iin the Royal African Company is apocryphal, and rests 
aimarily on a mistaken identification of the elephant on the 
hbverse with an African elephant. The Guide Book suggests 
e the types and inscriptions on these pieces are com- 
nemorative of the Great Fire and Plague (1665 and 1666) that 
awept through London in those years, but unaccountably 


*Ists them with a 1664 date! 


# Two specimens of the London Elephant token variety with- 
“ut diagonal lines in the reverse cross are known overstruck 
yn royal currency halfpennies of 1672, CAROLVS A CARO- 
10 variety, suggesting that those dies were in use in 1672. 
‘4s the currency halfpenny of 1672 ranged in weight from 
14 to 187 grains, the London Elephant tokens of average 
‘slanchet thickness may have been intended to be struck to 
‘he halfpenny standard. However, no complete hypothesis 
+has been offered to explain the currency function of the thick- 
‘nd thin-planchet London tokens, as well as the average 
thickness specimens, and their currency status is obscure. 


be: 


‘4 C. Wilson Peck suggested a date range for the entire issue 


‘af 1672-1684, in his English Copper, Tin, and Bronze Coins in 
the British Museum 1558-1958. Based on the overstriking evi- 
dence mentioned above, this dating scheme is probably near 
the truth. We know that one obverse die used on the Lon- 
don tokens reappears on the 1694-dated Carolina and New 
England tokens, so perhaps a date close to the end of Peck’s 
range, or slightly beyond it, would be more appropriate than 
one at the beginning of it, as the obverse die used in 1694 
was rust-free when employed. The obverse device of an ele- 
phant was engraved by John Roettier, chief engraver of the 
Mint, so the pieces may have had some semi-official status, 
but again, as with most aspects of this enigmatic token coin- 
age, this remains uncertain. The Norweb Collection contains 
acomplete set of all the known varieties of the London Ele- 
phant token. Until now, the best, short introduction to the 
Elephant tokens generally, with specific application to the 
later struck Carolina and New England pieces, was Richard 
G. Doty’s The Carolina and New England Elephant Tokens pub- 
lished in the 1976 ANS volume Studies on Money and Early 
America. Subsequent research has revised earlier opinions 
regarding the currency status of the London, Carolina, and 
New England tokens, however. As previously mentioned, 


‘the standard thickness (popularly called thin planchet) 


tokens were close to the circulating currency halfpenny stan- 
dard, if slightly light, and had these circulated, would have 
had halfpenny status. The thick-planchet variety, weighing 
between 200 and 240 grains, was too heavy for a halfpenny, 


The London, Carolina, and New England Elephant Tokens 


and too light for a full penny, and as mentioned above, their 
currency status is uncertain. 


While Richard Doty described the general types on this 
enigmatic series, collectors today may benefit from a more 
schematic outline of the dies known on the London, Carol- 
ina, and New England Elephant tokens: 


Obverse 1. Elephant’s tusks away from milled border. 
Obverse 2. Elephant’s tusks close to milled border. 
(Both obverses bear the same elephant punch.) 

Reverse A. Saltire cross, dagger in first quadrant of shield. 

Reverse B. Plain cross, recutting shows in D of GOD, dagger in tirst quadrant. 
Reverse C. Saltire cross, dagger in second quadrant of shield 

Reverse D. Inscription as LON DON 

Reverse E. Carolina PROPRIETERS. 

Reverse F. Carolina PROPRIETORS OE. 

Reverse G. NEW ENGLAND. 











Die Combi- Rarity 

nations Rating Comments 

1A Rarity-7— Thin planchets 

1-C Rarity-7+ Thin planchets 

1-E Rarity-7 Thin planchets 

2-B Rarity-4 Known on thick and thin planchets. Known on a wide, thick 
planchet (see below Lot 1232, unique ?); fire gilt (see below, Lot 
1233, Rarity-7+); and brass (untque—Peck-505) 

2-D Rarity-7— Thin planchets 

2-F Rarity-6— Thin planchets 

2-G Rarity-8 Thin (unique) and thick (two known, see below, Lot 1237) 


planchets. 
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1227. Circa 1672-1684 London Elephant Token. Dies 1-A, Peck-501. 
EF-40. Rarity-7-. 144.7 grains. 28.9mm. 5°. Light golden-brown. 
Slightly double struck, with faint doubling on many of the let- 
ters of the reverse legend. Struck on a rolled planchet, cut from 
strip, in an open collar. 

Purchased from A.H. Baldwin & Sons, Ltd. on March 30, 1954. 
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1694 Carolina Elephant Token 


Variety with reverse spelling PROPRIETORS sf.bn (3/92). 9. ve. 1399) 
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1694 Carolina Elephant token. 2-F. EF-40. Variety with feverse 
spelling PROPRIETORS. Rarity-6—. 158.1 grains. 29.1mm. 5°. 
Dark brown, nearly olive. Typical reverse die state, and on a very 
typical planchet. Slightly off center on the reverse, as usually seen, 
with an incomplete border of denticles. Better centered on the 
obverse, though the denticles are soft from 9:00 to 11:00, again, 
as uSually seen on the variety. Struck on a rolled blank. This is 
the “commoner” of the two Carolina Elephant token varieties, 
with reverse spelling corrected by punching O over E at the end 
of PROPRIETORS. The reverse die began crumbling in its center 
shortly after its use, and other examples of this variety known 
bear very indistinct letters in the center. This specimen is some- 
what unusual, in that all letters are fairly sharp; the LIN of the 
third line and L of the fourth are slightly weak. 
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No adequate explanation has yet been forthcoming for the 
meaning of the reverse legend GOD: PRESERVE: CAROLINA: 
AND THE: LORDS: PROPRIETORS. 1694. Some have taken it 
to suggest a colonization scheme, to attract immigrants to the Car- 
olina colony. Others have taken it to reflect a time of unsettled 
local politics in the government of the colony of Carolina. Nei- 
ther explanation is absolutely substantiated, as no contemporary 
documentation regarding these pieces is known The earliest refer- 
ence traced referring to the Elephant tokens in general is Thoresby 
(1713), who called the London Elephant token the “African 
halfpenny.” 

Purchased privately from New Netherlands Coin Company on Janu- 
ary 22, 1956; earlier ex Clapp Collection. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 








Frank Steimle June 27, 1995 
2200 Appleby Dr. 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


elroete 


Dear Mr. Steimle: 


My brass Elepha token weighs 11.12 grams. ie aS ai Pee 
erack at 10 o%clock/on the elephant side. ~ Tt is’"*thick 

The tusks are/ the border. The left back foot is 
lange just as in the Carolina illustration you, sent The reverse 


i .do not have ‘the. Clay. catalog. “1. was “told by, ene ANS 
Librarian that he cannot bind eete the sale. Now it is your 
problem again. Perhaps it is in another English sale. 

There is no undertype which I can notice oy my Com, 


7 


Sincerely, 


Vp ea Fr 


Eric P. Newman 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Revised Draft 


Frank Steimle June 27, 1995 
2200 Appleby Dr. 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


Dear Mr. Steimle: 


My brass Elephant token weighs 11.12 grams. It has a planchet 
crack “at --10 ~o’ clock ‘on, the: elephant -side. Lio pies. on. a thick 
planchet. 

The tusks are close to the border. the sleft back foot is 
large sy just “as <im- the Carolina? illustration you. sent and: not 


defective as in the Norweb Lot 1227. The reverse has the plain 
cross. 

Lao. .nots have the) Clay catalog. *i'-was,-told.. by. the: ANS 
Librarian that he cannot find the token in the sale. Now it is 


your problem again. Perhaps it is in another English sale. 

There is no undertype which Iecan notice: on--my coin, It is 
listed as being unique by Peck as number 505 as you know. Hodder 
mentions it under his 2-B description in the Norweb sale. 


ae oy 


Eric P. Newman oo ee 


2200 Appleby Drive 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


July 6, 1995 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sx. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman; 


I thank you for the information you sent on the character- 
istics of your brass elephant token. Enclosed is a copy on the 
John Ford article that (states the piece was once “in che. Clay 
eollection and=sold as.;lot 7146 in the 1871 sale of that. collect— 
ion. Thank you; as-well).for’the copy of the section of the isss 
Montagu work that previously mentioned the existence of the brass 
example. l used (Peck -adssmy source for av summarization, of what 
Montagu had to say about the elephant series. 

With your: permission, I-would dike -to submit’ a short note or 
comment to the CNL or the CCCC Bulletin, which ever Jim Spilman and 
Mike Hodder thinks is most appropriate, to provide an update on the 
brass elephant token. This update would reference your corres- 
pondence and note that the piece (assuming there is only one) is 
currently #1n your) .collection “and. “record:>the other data you 
provideds welgnt"= 11,22 G'-it ice ona thick planchet wien -a.cerack 
at K-10 on the obverse; it uses the common die combination Hodder 
2-B (tusks close «co, border. and: large -Jeft »- back. foot. withore 
defects); there is no evidence of an undertype; and that its 
existence was also noted in 1885 by Montagu (perhaps because he was 
aware of the appearance of the piece in the earlier 1871 Clay sale, 
if ‘MreoFord’e.reference 1S correct) « 

I forgot to ask before but approximately what wear condition 
is the piece? 


Sincerely, 


Frank Steimle 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Frank Steimle July 10, 1995 
2200 Appleby Dr. 
Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


Dear Frank: 


Your July 6, 1995 letter helped me on the Clay reference and 
ANS found it for me. A copy is enclosed. You might write Frank 
Campbell, librarian, at ANS a note of thanks. 

Somewhere I believe there is a comment that Rev. H. Christmas 
Saw it or owned it. Boynes book indicates Christmas is also a 
professor in London with many honors. 

tI presume you are familiar with the copper elephant token 
being mentioned in the 1745 edition of Stephen Martin-Leake on 
p- 369, as it was not in the first 1726 edition (dated 1626 in 
error). I do not find it in Folkes. It is in Snelling. Of course 
nothing in brass is in any of these. 

I enclosed a black and white photocopy of a color picture of 
my brass Elephant taken about two years ago by William c. Noyes. 
I just obtained the print from Mike Ringo as I knew you would want 
to know what my piece looked like. 

Since then I used oil and xylene on the coin to remove dirt 
in the lettering etc. It now has a Lovely lustre on dts surface. 

Whatever write up you make of data I furnish is Hp stot ou, 
SOUSETC t7r6e to. Show 1t “to: mexfirst 1f youlwtleh. 

Don’t forget my North Africa elephant grazing inquiry. 


Hope the foregoing helps. _—é 
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